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A note from our executive
director, Keri Asevedo

You ever have one of those moments where an
ordinary situation turns into a memory that is
etched in your mind forever? I’ve been lucky
enough to have a few of those in my life – the day I
met my husband, the time I got to shake President
Carter’s hand, watching the sunset over the
Grand Tetons in Wyoming and just recently,
holding hands with my best girl A'Kaisha – the
daughter of one of our homeowners. As we were
walking through the neighborhood, I could feel her
little fingers in mine and as we walked closer to
the worksite, she squeezed a little tighter – telling
me she was comfortable with me, that she felt
safety in my hands - and in that moment, on an
ordinary Saturday, I knew that she was the reason
we do what we do. Thank you for allowing us to do
this important work and for giving us the
opportunity to ensure safety for A'Kaisha and all
our Habitat kids. You make this work possible.
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The Blazer Foundation
supports fully wheelchairaccessible Habitat home

by Caitlyn Baylor, RAHFH Homeowner Services & Grants Director

One of our constant aims at Rockford Area Habitat for
Humanity is to build houses designed to be places of strength
and empowerment for those who will call them home. We
always say that “we build simple, safe homes” – but those
words can mean something a little different to every
homebuyer depending on their needs, their household
members, and their preferences. Whatever the specifics, our
philosophy is that it is important for a house to meet the needs
of its inhabitants, no matter what.
This summer, we have the privilege of building a fully
wheelchair-accessible house thanks to a generous grant
from the Blazer Foundation, whose mission is to improve the
lives of people with disabilities. At RAHFH, we always build
our houses to basic ADA standards, but the house in
reference was designed specifically for – and in partnership
with – one of our 2021 home buyers, whose youngest child
will benefit from extra-wide doorways and barrier-free
entryways throughout due to a genetic disorder that impacts
her mobility.

42" frontaccessible
door of the exterior
home
42-inch The
wheelchair
door

Accessibility modifications to the home include 42-inch exterior doorways, 40-inch interior doorways,
a walk-in shower with a bench, and a ramp into the house from the garage in addition to our customary
step-less front entryway to the home. These modifications go above and beyond the minimum ADA
requirements to be specifically customized for, and responsive to, the needs and desires of this family.
Our aim is to ensure that even the littlest member of their household is set up to feel strong and
empowered in her home.
We offer our warmest thanks to the Blazer Foundation for their life-changing support of this special
house.

Thank you to our supporters

The Blazer Foundation
provided a grant to build our
first fully wheelchairaccessible home. We are so
grateful for this support and
the impact it will have on the
family moving into this home.

The Larson Family Foundation
gave a $30 million gift to Habitat
for Humanity International to be
divided between a group of certain
Habitat affiliates across the nation.
Our affiliate is a part of that group,
and we are indescribably humbled
by all that this means for the future
of our work.

We are so thankful to be a
recipient of a grant from PNC
Bank. These funds will
support our work of providing
safe and affordable homes to
families in Rockford.
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Construction

Tammy's House: The Guilford Build

Amber's House: The East Build

The foundation is in, the house is backfilled, and the
basement floors are poured. In September, Guilford
students will start framing the house.

All of the walls have been built, and students from East will
start framing the house in September.

Tenisha'sTenisha's
House:house:
TheThe
Community
Build
Co Build
The footings
are in,
and concrete are in, and the
The house is dried
in, some
mechanicals
walls will be poured soon.
siding
will go up soon.
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Update

from RAHFH Construction Manager, Jack
Turner. These photos show the progress on
our 2021 builds as of August 11.

DeVonna's House: The First Free House
The house has been sided, passed all its inspections, is
insulated, and drywall will be installed soon.

Charae's house: The Faith Build

Tracey's house: The Covenant House

The roof is on, the siding is on, and mechanical is
complete. Insulation and drywalling will begin in the
coming weeks.

The roof and siding are complete, inspections will be
completed soon, then insulation and drywalling will begin.
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Volunteer Hub

Lynn's Story

A message from a construction volunteer

"Hi, this is Lynn Heinemann. I came to Illinois
in 1967. I taught school for seven years in
Belvidere and Loves Park. I taught shop
class to junior high students. My interest in
Habitat grew after my first house and the
remodeling, rewiring, ductwork, furnace,
and siding work was done. My second
house we built on a large family room. I
volunteered only about four or five days a
year until near retirement when I helped as a
house leader to take a load off of our
fearless leaders. Eventually they retired and
I’m still here. The guys that come out are the
ones who deserve the thanks and are
encouraging me another year."

There's still time to
swing a hammer
this summer.

Congratulations
to Maureen, who
received a 2021
Service Above
Self Award from
the Rotary Club of
Rockford!

Here are some
volunteer dates that
are still available:

24th, 28th ,31st
If you're a Habitat
volunteer, mark
your calendar-our annual
Volunteer
Appreciation
Celebration is
coming up!
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7th, 9th, 11th,
14th, 16th, 21st
Any Tuesday,
Thursday, or
Saturday
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Fun Facts From Around the Office Cooler:
Connect with our mission through Habitat Learns
By Laura Kenyon, RAHFH Office Manager

Are you ready to learn about Habitat
for Humanity and housing issues
around the world? Well, I have the
perfect solution! Habitat for Humanity
International has a fantastic resource
for everyone interested in learning
more about the mission of Habitat for
Humanity. They have a site
designated for volunteers,
homeowners, and other supporters.
Habitat Learns is an online portal that
will help prepare you for volunteerism,
homeownership, or for anyone who
just wants to learn more. The best part
is it is all FREE!
If this sounds like something you are interested in, head over to
https://www.habitat.org/about/habitat-learns and click on the link for volunteers,
homeowners, and other supporters. The world of Habitat for Humanity is waiting for you!
Check it out.
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5183 Harlem Rd, Suite 3
Loves Park, IL 61111
815-636-4573

Thank you for your support.
To stay connected with us, follow us on
social media or visit rockfordhabitat.org.

